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Hurricane winds of a rapidly moving tropical storm piled up a huge wave of water which crashed against the towns and 


villages of the southern New England seacoast. Shown is the fire station and pumper at Misquamicut Beach, near Westerly, 
Rhode Island, which caught the full force of the storm. 
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O section of the country appears 
to have special immunity from 

fire and other disasters. Just as the 
account in this issue of flood, hurricane, 
tidal wave and fire in New England is 
sent to the printer, comes the story of 
forest fire disaster in Ontario and Min- 
nesota. 

At least 20 are known dead in fire- 
blackened homestead areas along the 
Minnesota-Ontario boundary near In- 
ternational Falls, Minnesota, and Fort 
Frances, Ontario. Fire fighters have 
been battling the flames, the spread 
of which has been greatly accelerated 
by a prevailing period of low relative 
humidity in that district. 

In Massachusetts and elsewhere in 
New England, the township is the prin- 
cipal unit of local government. Vil- 
lagers ordinarily do not have an iden- 
tity of their own. Occasionally some 
special local conditions prompt the for- 
mation of a separate water, fire, light 
or sewerage district, but these are not 
the rule. Local fire departments there- 
fore have the responsibility of protect- 
4ng not only the built-up villages of a 
town, but the protection of farm and 
forest areas as well. 

Local fire departments in New Eng- 
land are looking over their territories 
in a state of acute apprehension. Es- 
pecially is this true of the departments 
in eastern Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
central Massachusetts and New Hamp- 
shire, through which the wind tore with 
greatest force. Forested areas in this 
territory have been damaged to an un- 
believable extent. Whole groves of 
splendid trees have been leveled. Other 
stands of scrub, mostly pine and oak, 
while of relatively little value as tim- 
ber, expose a jumbled topsy-turvy of 
kindling. 

Well forested areas offer an import- 
ant protective agency against the floods 
which complicated the recent hurricane 
disaster in New England. Many of the 
communities can ill afford to lose these 
trees for that reason alone. 

Meanwhile the woods are filled with 
so much slash that it will take a tre- 
mendous force of men to make much 
headway in clearing it. Most townships 
are using all their current resources to 
repair as best they can the damage in 
the built-up sections. The vast amounts 
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A Problem Question 


FOR NOVEMBER 


Suggested for discussion at company 
and department meetings this month 


84 


What precautions should fire- 
men observe in operating 
streams from ladders? 


Watch for the answer in the 
next issue Of VOLUNTEER F'IRE- 
MEN. 


The answer to the problem 
question for October will be 
found on page 4. 


Volunteer Firemen for November 1938 


Warren Y. Kimball Associate Ed tor 
of slash are not only in themselves a 
fire hazard, but in most cases the debris 
left by the storm has made access to 
the wooded areas very difficult. Many 
roads, depended on by fire fighters as 
fire breaks, or for access, are complete- 
ly blocked, 

For the present the fallen trees are 
still green wood, but sooner or later 
they will dry up and be ripe for igni- 
tion. Since the storm, relative humidi- 
ties throughout the area have been 
somewhat low. Already there have been 
two bad fires in the storm-swept area, 
one in southern Vermont and another 
in eastern Maine. Both were in moun- 
tainous regions and fortunately exposed 
no farmhouses or villages. 

Local fire departments in New Eng- 
land have considerable basis for a feel- 
ing that they have not yet heard the 
last of the recent hurricane disaster. 


AST month 12 departments with 248 
Dieia joined the Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Section for the first time. In 
addition 26 fire departments with 609 
men renewed membership. The total 
memberchip for the Section is now 594 
departments and 13,274 firemen. The 
following departments are newly en- 
rolled: 

Jennings Fire Department, Jennings, 
Louisiana. 

Abingdon Volunteer Fire Company, 
Inc., Abingdon, Maryland. 

Protection Fire Company No. 1, Wyck- 
off, New Jersey. 

Narrowsburg Fire Department, Nar- 
rowsburg, New York. 

Sublimity Fire Department, Sublimity, 
Oregon. 

Cheswick Volunteer Fire Company, 
Cheswick, Pennsylvania. 

LaGrange Fire Department, LaGrange, 
Texas. 

Rosalia Volunteer Fire Department, 
Rosalie, Washington. 

Citizens’ Fire Company, Charles Town, 
West Virginia. 

Kingwood Volunteer Fire Company, 
Kingwood, West Virginia. 

Luxemburg Fire Department, Luxem- 
burg, Wisconsin. 

Sydney Fire Department, Sydney, Nova 
Scotia. 





result 
losse: 
fire 
timat 
man} 
did t 
muni 
ter. J 
sente 
Well: 
Cape 
veloc 
certa 
sourc 
befor 
High 
storr 
and 

mun 
work 
setts 
depa 
reser 
ter 





NEW LONDON, CONN. 
CONFLAGRATION 
September 2i, i936. 


9 st 


4 
r 
r 
nm 
< 


Flood, Wind and Fire 





Fire Fighters do Valiant Work in Storm-Lashed New England 
—Fight Major Conflagration in New London During Hurricane 


HE tropical hurricane lashing across 

New England in late September 
resulted in more than 500 fatalities and 
losses by flood, wind, tidal wave and 
fire which no one can accurately es- 
timate, but which will certainly total 
many millions of dollars. So suddenly 
did the elements strike that few com- 
munities were prepared for the disas- 
ter. A notable exception was that pre- 
sented by one alert fire chief, Ray 
Wells, of the Town of Falmouth, on 
Cape Cod. The unprecedented wind 
velocities told him that trouble was 
certain and he was able to get outside 
sources of aid on their way to his town 
before the roads became impassable. 
High tides suddenly swept in by the 
Storm crashed against the sea coast 
and the fire departments in these com- 
munities as usual had to do the 
work of rescue. In central Massachu- 
setts and New Hampshire other fire 
departments worked at the business of 
rescuing persons trapped by flood wa- 
ters of many rivers which had over- 


flowed their banks due to heavy rains 
which for several days preceded the 
hurricane. 

A single emergency could hardly 
place more handicaps in the way of 
fighting fires. Against wind velocities of 
90 to 120 miles per hour it was next 
to impossible to move hose lines and 
high pressure fire streams were so 
broken up that they looked like bath 
sprays. Thousands of falling trees 
blocked the highways. Runs which or- 
dinarily would require only a few min- 
utes took hours of chopping through 
trees. Nearly all light and power sys- 
tems were cut off so that firemen had 
to work in darkness. Overhead fire 
alarm and telephone wires were down. 
It was necessary to go on foot to sum- 
mon apparatus as roads were impas- 
sable. Most radio stations, including 
short wave police systems, were out of 
service due to fallen antennae or power 
failures. 

During the hurricane the fire de- 
partment of New London, Conn., had 


to fight a conflagration which destroyed 
or damaged 50 buildings with a loss 
approaching $1,000,000. 

The New London Fire Department is 
a volunteer force with the exception 
of apparatus drivers and two chief of- 
ficers. It consists of five engine com- 
panies, one hose company, and two 
ladder companies. The conflagration 
started near the waterfront when the 
storm was at its worst. The fire alarm 
system was out of service and streets 
were blocked by fallen trees. 

In checking the fire under the nu- 
merous handicaps which accompanied 
the hurricane, the fire department ob- 
viously did a fine job. With the main 
fire resembling a huge blow torch and 
with flying brands starting numerous 
other fires in a congested area which 
included many wooden buildings, all 
observers marveled that the fire de- 
partment succeeded in holding the con- 
flagration principally south of Bank 
Street as shown on the accompanying 
map, particularly with the response of 
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How narrowly a conflagration was averted when flood and hurricane 
struck Peterborough, N. H., is shown by this picture. 


fire’ apparatus seriously impeded by 
trees and debris in the streets. 

One local pumper never did get to 
the fire at all. Another was two hours 
late in arriving. Where a mutual aid 
plan would normally have brought in 
fifty outside companies, only four final- 
ly struggled through to the fire. Among 
these were the Jordan and Oswegatchie 
companies from Waterford, Conn., and 
a pumper from Groton, Conn. After 
more than ten hours a pumper from 
Goshen, Conn. arrived after chopping 
through 32 fallen trees in the three 
miles between their station and the 
fire. The New London Fire Department 
was assisted by a pumper from the 
U. S. Coast Guard Academy at New 
London. 

Shortly after the fire had assumed 
conflagration proportions, the high tide 
which took so many lives along the 
New England coast swept in over most 
of the fire area to a depth of as much 


as 6 feet in some places. This drove 
the firemen back and allowed the fire 
to spread rapidly. 

Late in the fire another serious blaze 
forced the withdrawal of part of the 
department to another part of the city. 


HILE a tidal wave was pounding 

away at the seacoast, central New 
England was in the grip of floods due 
to unprecedented rainfall. Conflagration 
threatened the Town of Peterborough, 
N. H. Flood waters from the Contoo- 
cook River reached unslaked lime in 
a grain warehouse and set fire to the 
building. In all, five buildings were de- 
stroyed with over $160,000 loss because 
iocal fire apparatus could not cross an 
inundated bridge to get to the fire. 
Most of the business district was saved 
by pumpers from Wilton and Milford 
which promptly responded, and a 
pumper from Nashua which later strug- 
gled through the storm. 
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Getting Ready for 
Winter Weather 


HE handicap of fighting fire 
T ice and snow is in the mind 
half a million firemen at this time of 
year. Fire departments in all parts of 
the country which have freezing weath- 
er are double-checking to make sure 
that their equipment is ready for win- 
ter duty, for the winter fires are an 
especial problem to fire departments. 
They take thousands of lives and de- 
stroy property worth millions of dollars, 

Very few sections of the country are 
free from occasional sleet-covered roads 
which make response of fire apparatus 
difficult and give fires the chance of 
attaining great headway. 

Where heavy snow is a problem, most 
communities nowadays keep city streets 
and main roads plowed out. Plowed 
lanes are often blocked by parked or 
stalled automobiles and frequently fires 
occur on side streets or back roads 
which do not get promptly plowed out. 
For service under these conditions, a 
fire department may have to carry at 
least part of the equipment to the fire 
on foot. A number of departments rec- 
ognize this condition and have a plan 
for taking care of it. They take one 
or two short ladders, cover them with 
a salvage cover, and place upon them 
certain essential tools and equipment. 
Such a load can be taken to a fire, 
stretcher-fashion, by several men. It’s 
a more satisfactory arrangement than 
having the men individually drag ap- 
pliances through the snow. Further- 
more, some needed item of equipment 
is not so likely to be overlooked. Where 
hose has to be carried through the 
snow a shoulder load is usually the 
best way. 

Proper winter oil for the crankcase 
of the motor of apparatus and anti- 
freeze solutions for the radiators are 
elementary cold weather precautions. 
Batteries, which get heavier drain due 
to loads from winter starting should 
be checked to make sure they are fully 
charged. 


OST fire apparatus commonly car- 

ry soda-acid and foam type ex- 
tinguishers. The operation of these 
types tends to become sluggish at tem- 
peratures below 40 degrees Fahrenheit 
and will readily freeze at temperatures 
little below the freezing point of water. 
Non-freezing solutions must never be 
placed in such extinguishers. Such ac- 
tion would interfere with the operation 
of the extinguishers and may danger- 
ously corrode or clog them. 
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Where the apparatus is kept in a 
heated station and the runs are short 
these extinguishers may not freeze up 
on the way to the fire. There are avail- 
able excellent fire extinguishers with 
non-freezing water solutions. A popular 
and effective unit is an extinguisher of 
the “loaded stream” type, the solution 
of which is relatively more effective on 
fires than ordinary water. Departments 
which use pump tank extinguishers in- 
stead of soda-acid units may fill these 
with a non-freezing solution of calcium 
chloride. How to make such a non- 
freezing solution is described in the 
new edition of the Regulations on First 
Aid Fire Appliances. 

For fires where smothering action is 
important, both carbon dioxide and 
carbon tetrachloride extinguishers do 
not need special anti-freeze protection. 


OUBLE with frozen hydrants is 

one of the most common difficul- 
ties which fire departments experience 
due to the work of “Old Man Winter.” 
Where fire hydrants are located far 
apart, one frozen hydrant is liable to 
cause a large fire loss. Even where 
plenty of hydrants are available, time 
may be lost in disconnecting from one 
found to be frozen. A hydrant thaw- 
ing device is a good investment for 
any fire department which experiences 
much of this sort of trouble. 

A properly designed fire hydrant has 
a valve which is set down in the 
ground far enough to be below frost 
level, The valve is supposed to keep 
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es when humidity is high and the wind is blowing the heat 


away, a dwelling fire burns slowly. This often assists rural fire companies 
which go long distances in time to do effective work with a booster line or 
small stream. Hand pump-tank extinguishers and a bucket supply might 
have saved this farm dwelling near Wolsey, South Dakota, at the time this 


picture was taken. 


water from getting up in the barrel 
where it will be exposed to freezing. 
There is also a drain which is supposed 
to let out any water which gets into 
the barrel of the hydrant. Obviously 
the best protection from freezing is 
to keep the hydrant valve and drain 
in good condition. 
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Gasoline tank truck fires, figuratively speaking, are likely to land on 


the doorstep of any fire department. 


Firemen of Lynnfield, Massachusetts, 


where the above fire occurred in a semi-trailer truck of some 3,650 gallons 


capacity, had to let the fire burn itself out, after using up what foam they had. 
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New Regulations on 
Fire Extinguishers 


IRE extinguishers and other first 

aid fire appliances put out 75 to 
90 percent of all fires. As such they are 
of great importance as a tool for the 
fire department and for private fire 
protection. The N. F. P. A. Committee 
on Field Practice prepares Regulations 
on First Aid Fire Appliances which 
have just been issued in a revised edi- 
tion. 

The regulations contain full descrip- 
tive information about the 43 different 
sizes of extinguishing appliances of the 
“first Aid” variety which are available 
in eight distinctive types. They tell in 
detail how each type operates, how 
many are needed for given situations 
and the proper way to maintain them 
in proper working order. The new reg- 
ulations will be extremely valuable to 
men in the fire service as a basis for 
advice they will be called upon from 
time to time to give to property owners. 

The new edition of Regulations on 
First Aid Fire Appliances makes a valu- 
able and authoritative pamphlet of 78 
pages. Write for a personal copy or a 
copy for the library of your company 
or department. One will be sent to any 
reader of VOLUNTEER FIREMEN, free. 


The Voice of Time 


Here’s What the Announcer of MARCH OF TIME, Noted Motion Picture 
Feature, Said in Telling the Exciting Story “U.S. Fire Fighters” 


VOICE OF TIME: 


MONG all man’s fears none is 
older or deeper than his dread of 
fire. 


In the past aan months, U. S. fires 
have destroyed property worth 250 mil- 
lion dollars, and each day of 1938, thir- 
ty Americans have died the most hor- 
rible of deaths—death by fire. 


But that U. S. fire losses are not dou- 
ble what they are is the triumph of 
Boston’s Franklin Wentworth, who 
for forty years has been preaching that 
fire is not an act of God but a failure 
of man. Today, as Managing Director 
of the nation’s clearing hcuse for all 
fire prevention and fire control activi- 
ties, Franklin Wentworth is tackling 
the most difficult job of his career—a 
determined campaign to sell every U. S. 
citizen the cheapest insurance he can 
buy—common sense fire prevention. 


Has This MARCH OF TIME 
Feature Played Your 
Theatre Yet? 


“U. S. Fire Fighters”, in Volume 
V, No. 2 of the March of Time, is 
now showing in theatres through- 
out the country. In all it will play 
some 8,500 theatres and will be 
seen by 25,000,000 people. 

Ask your theatre manager when 
it will play your neighborhood, and 
if he hasn’t already done so, tell 
him he can book it through the 
RKO Radio Pictures Office. 


His best salesmen are firemen them- 
selves, for today’s fireman is trained to 
look upon himself not only as a fire 
fighter, but also as an expert in scien+ 
tific fire prevention. And as proof that 
organized effort can drive down fire 
losses, firemen point to the success 
Franklin Wentworth’s previous cam- 
paigns have had in halving industrial 
fire losses, annually saving U. S. busi- 
ness millions in reduced insurance 
rates. 


Aiding in the campaign is the science 
of fire control, which has made U. S. 
industry virtually fireproof. The mod- 
ern sprinkler system automatically calls 
the fire department when it is needed 
—usually has the fireman’s job finished 
before he arrives. 
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Before Franklin Wentworth’s Cam- 
paign Can Succeed, He Must Dis- 
pel an Old Notion—That the Best 
Fire Department Is the One That 
Puts Out the Most Fires 


N Franklin Wentworth’s office is an 

honor roll of ten U. S. cities where 
fires and fire losses are the lowest in 
the nation. High on the list is the city 
of Memphis, Tennessee, only a few 
years ago a dangerous fire risk. 


CONFERENCE WITH MEMPHIS OFFICIALS 


When Wentworth warned Memphis 
cfficials that their city was inviting a 
conflagration, they took him at his word 
— immediately appropriated enough 
money to provide their fire department 
with efficient and up-to-date apparatus. 


dard drill 
tower, where firemen could learn the 
technique of modern fire fighting; prac- 
tice the approved way to attack a big 
fire. Simultaneously Memphis firemen 
began a city-wide campaign to eliminate 
the most common fire hazards. Next 
step in the Memphis clean-up was to 
gain the active interest of Memphis 
civic organizations in the fireman and 
his problems. At club meetings, women 
were shown how a handful of common 
baking soda extinguishes a pan of 
flaming fat. 
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‘When Memphis firemen commenced 
to make door-to-door calls with a cour- 
teous offer to inspect the home for fire 
hazards, the city’s fire losses began to 
drop. Rarely did the inspectors find 
a home without its danger points— 
frayed wires leading to electric outlets 
and likely to cause a short circuit—fire- 
places without a screen. Frequently 


they discovered the most dangerous of 
household hazards—exposed gasoline. 


Item by item, and room by room, 
Memphis firemen pointed out the vio- 
lations of the ABC’s of fire prevention. 
From the fireman’s visit, home-owners 
learned that the convenient practice of 
using a penny to replace a blown-out 
fuse may well start a disastrous fire. 


through public cooperation, 


When, 
Memphis fire losses drop a full 400 per 
cent, and the Memphis fire department 
wins a place on the national honor list 
of ten—Memphis citizens make that 
year’s fire-house banquet a civic cele- 


bration, Franklin Wentworth their 
‘honor guest. 


Side by Side with His Honor List 
of U. S. Cities with the Best 
Fire Records, Franklin Wentworth 
Keeps a Well Publicized Blacklist 


HIEF today among all his activities 

is Franklin Wentworth’s crusade 
to prevent any more U. S. cities from 
burning to the ground. 


For over ten years Number One city 
on Wentworth’s blacklist has been 
Houston, Texas. Again and again he 
has pointed out the dangers of Hous- 
ton’s wooden shingled roofs, its inade- 
quate water system and outmoded 
fire-fighting equipment. 


“We have warned the city officials of 
Houston, Texas, repeatedly, that unless they 
took steps to eliminate the hazards of the 
wooden shingled roof and improve their in- 
adequate water supply that prosperous and 
fast-growing city will be the next scene of a 
major national conflagration.” 


MAYOR FONVILLE AND HOUSTON COUNCIL 


Though it is one of the most pro- 
gressive cities in the South, it was not 
until Richard Henry Fonville became 
Mayor of Houston that the Wentworth 
warnings were acted upon. Today a 
fire prevention bureau is endeavoring 
to remedy long years of municipal care- 
lessness. Sponsored by the new mayor, 
city fire ordinances are forcing the 
substitution of fire resistant roofing for 
the dangerous wooden shingles. And 
working to remove his city from the 
Wentworth blacklist, Mayor Fonville 
challenges Franklin Wentworth’s accu- 
racy as a prophet. 
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“This is all right with me—lI’d like to see 
all of my predictions run wrong the same 
way. I don’t mind being a bad prophet if I 
ean get good results.” 


ODAY the new nationwide cam- 

paign to save lives and dollars is 
already having its effect on the pub- 
lic’s attitude toward fire. And though 
this last year fires in U. S. homes have 
been more numerous and more deadly 
than ever before, U. S: firemen are 
hopeful that Franklin Wentworth’s 
common sense campaign will, in 1939, 
overcome the fireman’s greatest enemy 
—the U. S. homeowner’s indifference 
to the hazards of fire. 


—TIME MARCHES ON! 
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Hydrant to Fire with Doughnut Roll 


You Can Pick Up Fifty Feet of Hose in One Hand with This Simple 
Device Which Speeds Up Taking of Hydrants and Other Operations 


y—- Male End 


How to Make 


Doughnut Roll 


To make the doughnut roll place a section of 


hose flat on the ground. 


Then carry the male 


end over on top of the hose about four feet from 
the swivel end. One man then rolls the loop end 


— 


F the fireman who first rolled a 

section of hose in the shape of a 
doughnut could be found, someone ought 
to pin a medal on him. For this sim- 
ple device has speeded up fire fighting 
work and has since saved many firemen 
from back-breaking effort. 

For example it is often necessary 
at a fire to go back to the apparatus for 
another section of hose. Instead of 
having to pull the hose from the hose 
body, break the connection and then 
drag the hose to the point of opera- 
tion, the doughnut roll makes a spare 
section available to be easily carried by 
one man to the desired location. 

A few examples of possible use of 
the doughnut roll should give a good 
indication of its usefulness. Frequently 
a fire company may have been put to 
work from a point of vantage which 
required a comparatively short line of 
hose. Later it is found desirable to 
extend the line to reach another part 
of the property. The doughnut roll is 
one of the quickest ways to get hose 
with which to piece out the line. 

Even when hose is regularly tested, 
an occasional injury at a fire will cause 
a failure which makes it necessary to 
replace a burst section. Less time will 
be lost in getting the stream back in 
service where the doughnut roll is 
carried on the apparatus ready for such 
an emergency. 

Another important use of the dough- 
nut roll is for placing fire department 
streams in service from building stand- 
pipes in tall buildings. It is always con- 
sidered desirable for a fire department 


while another man may guide the slack hose. Hose 
should not be rolled too tightly. 


to use its own hose when operating 
21-inch lines from a building stand- 
pipe. Ordinary standpipe hose, where 
provided, is usually unlined and may 
leak considerably when streams are op- 
erated under fire department pumper 
pressures. The doughnut roll makes it 
possible to get regular fire department 
hose connected to a standpipe without 
delay. 

Doughnut rolls intended for any of 
the above uses are generally carried in 
a hose basket or in a box on the run- 
ning board. The one or two doughnut 
rolls usually carried provide extra hose 
in addition to the regular hose load. 


T MAKE a doughnut roll a section 
of hose is placed flat on the 
ground. The male end is carried over 
and placed on the top of the hose four 
feet from the swivel end. One man 
then rolls the loop while a second man, 
if available, guides the slack hose to 
make the job of rolling easier. The 
center of the roll should not be made 
too tightly because it is undesirable to 
cramp the rubber lining and because 
a hand hold should be left to allow 
for carrying. 

A doughnut roll which is made as 
described may be easily unrolled in 
confined spaces, whereas to easily un- 
roll an ordinary roll of hose would re- 
quire a space upward of 50 feet. To 
unroll the doughnut roll inside of a 
building, one man takes one coupling 
and another man the other and they 
walk in opposite directions. Under 
normal conditions, the man with the 
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male coupling would go toward the noz- 
zle end while the other man would go 
toward the hydrant. 


OO CARRY a doughnut roll with 

the hands, the roll is placed on 
edge with couplings toward the rear. 
The hand is placed in the center open- 
ing and the roll is lifted up and pressed 
against the body with the forearm. 

A number of fire departments pro- 
vide a leather harness for carrying a 
doughnut roll on a man’s back. This 
allows both hands to be free for climb- 
ing ladders or opening doors. To use 
the harness each arm is put through 
2 loop of the harness much as a knap- 
sack type of pump tank extinguisher 
is carried. 

Other departments use a strap to 
prevent the doughnut roll from pos- 
sibly opening up while being carried. 
The roll is strapped from the center 
to the outer edge near the couplings. 
To use the roll it is only necessary 
to loosen the buckle. 

If neither a strap nor harness are 
available a rope tool provides a con- 
venient way to carry a doughnut roll 
leaving the hands free. The end of 
the rope loop away from the hook is 
slipped through the center of the 
doughnut roll. The hook end of the 
rope loop is then put through the 
other end and the free loop is sup- 
ported from the shoulder with the hook 
in front. 


Here’s the Detail of How 
Doughnut Load is Made 


Front_ of 
Hose Body 


Cross fo! ds’ 




















Evolution drawn by Lieutenant R. W’, McBrien, Fire Department, Lynn, Massachusetts 


SE of the doughnut roll is very 
popular with many departments 
which regularly lay hose from hydrant 


to fire. A doughnut roll is placed on 
top of the regular hose bed to give 
the hydrant man free hose with which 
to make connection to the hydrant and 
to make it possible to carry a little 
extra hose in the regular load. The 
accompanying illustrations show such 
a layout using one doughnut roll on top 
of the regular load. Some departments 
place two doughnut rolls on top of 
the hose bed which gives them an ex- 
tra 100 feet of hose to be dropped off 
at the hydrant, 

When placing the doughnut roll on 
the load, care should be taken so that 
the roll will not catch between hose 
loops or coupling lugs. Also the roll 
should be made so that the pair of 
couplings will be well within the first 


coil, as otherwise they may whip 
against another man riding on the tail 
board of the apparatus when the hy- 
drant man drops off with the roll. 
It does not make much difference 
whether the doughnut roll is placed on 
the apparatus with the couplings at 
the right or left side of the load. 

When a doughnut roll is used by 
the hydrant man in making connec- 
tion to a hydrant considerable time is 
saved because it is not necessary for 
the apparatus to wait until sufficient 
hose has been pulled from the body to 
make a loop about the hydrant. As 
soon as the doughnut load is off the 
driver can continue on to the fire, as 
the doughnut roll provides a good 
anchor to prevent the line from being 
pulled away from the hydrant man 
while he makes a loop around the hy- 
drant barrel. 


Sometimes the fire department has 
reason to expect that it may be in 
for a series of outside rubbish or dump 
fires. These are likely to occur on 
holiday periods or during especially dry 
weather. Then it is common prac- 
tice to make up a special deck load 
of old hose not connected to the reg- 
ular hose load, Doughnut rolls are very 
handy for this purpose and several of 
them can be carried connected together 
ready to be dropped off at a hydrant 
saving good hose from unnecessary 
wear. 

Acknowledgment is made of helpful sugges- 
tions in the use of doughnut rolls in hydrant 
to fire layouts made by Assistant Chief Henry 
Haddock, Drillmaster, Lynn, Massachusetts; 
Chief J. Ray Pence, Stillwater, Oklahoma; 
Harry K. Rogers, Chief Engineer, Fire Pre- 
vention Department, Western Actuarial Bu- 
reau; Captain H. W. Backman, Massachu- 
setts Fire Department Instructors’ Associa- 
tion, Waltham, Massachusetts and Professor 


Robert B. Criswell, Fire Service Instructor, 
University of Maryland. 


Volunteer Firemen for November 1938 








OVER 4000 SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 


USE 


FEDELCODE SIRENS} 


wae §=iEe 
bid a Re ph ea ome. 
reaera Vertical Siren 
Listed by Underwriters’ 
Laboratories, Inc. 


e Five different sizes to meet vary- 
ing requirements. Also code sirens 
for special signals. Sound distributed 
in all directions from one mile to 
five miles. A vertical siren in your 
community would save lives—prop- 
erty —time. Rugged construction. 
Absolutely weatherproof. Built for 
many uses. Our bulletin No. 55 has 
complete description—ASK FOR 
IT TODAY! 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 


8717 SOUTH STATE ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 


a! 

THE INSTANT 
LOADED STREAMTYPE 
The ultimate in fire protection 
equipment — for use in winter 
months (as well as summer) and 
which both fire departments and 
private industry are recognizing as 
the last word in chemical fire 

extinguishment. 





et 


QUICK, 
DEPENDABLE 
oma 


OPERATES 
EFFECTUALLY 
IN ANY 
Weeeacia) |||) TEMPERATURE 
WUT eh altel b 
ETT Gael +r 


“UNCANNY” 
IN ITS 
ACTION 

it UPON FIRE 


DEALERS WANTED 
If you are interested in adding to 
your income by spare time work or 
in building a permanent business 
for yourself without investment in 
stock, fixtures, etc., write for our 
new Dealer’s Plan to 





FYR-FYTER COMPANY > 


Dept. 20-35 DAYTON, OHIO 





Bring Home $10.00 Easy Money 


Pyrene Prize Letter Contest Pays for Stories of 
Good Work Done by Firemen With Extinguishers 


ONTH after month letters come 

into the N. F. P. A. executive 
office for entry in the Pyrene Prize 
Letter Contest. The general public has 
no idea of how much fire fighting is 
done with hand fire extinguishers. You 
may know of a case where an extin- 
guisher saved a life or made a good 
stop; just tell the facts your own way. 
Having won a previous prize does not 
bar you from making another entry. 
The contest is sponsored jointly by the 
Pyrene Manufacturing Company of 
Newark, N. J., and VOLUNTEER FIREMEN. 


FIRST PRIZE—$10.00 
PETE FINLAYSON, Chief, 
Fire Department, Osborn, Ohio 


More Extinguishers Purchased 

“Last January Ist we had a call from 
a local publishing house and upon my 
arrival ahead of the apparatus I found 
the entire end of the composing room 
in flames. In the fire was a 5-gallon 
container of gasoline and a quantity of 
gasoline soaked rags. Fortunately the 
plant was equipped with extinguish- 
ers so I immediately discharged a 1144- 
quart carbon tetrachloride extinguisher 
on the fire, killing all the flames in- 
stantly. The gasoline can and rags 
caught again from a gas burner four 
feet away. By this time our equip- 
ment had arrived so I put into play a 
21%4-gallon foam extinguisher which 
completely smothered the fire. Had it 
not been for these two extinguishers 
this fire would have caused lots of 
damage. The owners of this $75,000 
plant were so well pleased with the 
work of these hand extinguishers that 
they immediately bought four more 
carbon tetrachloride and two more 
foam type extinguishers.” 


SECOND PRIZE—$3.00 
FreD H. ELDRIDGE 
Fire Department, Glen Falls, N. Y. 


The Boss Was Surprised 

“One day we answered an alarm for 
a fire in a welding shop. On arrival 
we found a motorcycle, on which some- 
thing was being welded, had tipped over 
and gasoline leaking out of the vent 
hole on the cap of the gasoline tank 
had caught fire from the welding torch. 
Everybody in the shop had rushed out 
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at the first sign of fire because they 
were afraid of an explosion. I grabbed 
a 214-gallon soda-acid extinguisher and 
ran inside. The floor all around the 
motorcycle was burning fiercely. In 
about 30 seconds the fire was entirely 
out. Then the proprietor of the shop 
came in and said, ‘Gee, I thought the 
place was a goner. How in the world 
did you put out all that fire with that 
little thing?’ ” 


THIRD PRIZE—$2.00 
Eart R. Moore, Chief, 


Volunteer Fire Company, 
Mansfield, Conn, 


Completely Extinguished Fire 

As chief of fire protection at the 
Connecticut State College as well as 
local fire chief, it is my practice to 
put a soda-acid extinguisher in every 
faculty house or apartment. One even- 
ing a woman occupant in one of the 
buildings smelled smoke. She called 
her husband who went to the base- 
ment with the 2'4-gallon soda-acid ex- 
tinguisher kept hanging at the top of 
the cellar stairs. He found a pile of 
wood and stored window screens burn- 
ing vigorously near the fireplace clean- 
out. He emptied his extinguisher on 
the fire and then secured another from 
the other side of the two family house 
and completely extinguished the fire.” 


HONORABLE MENTION 
JOHN H. WILtiaMs, Fire Department. 
Front Royal, Va.; Rosert A. LINCOLN, 
Captain, Vigilant Fire Company, Great 
Neck, N. Y. 


CONTEST RULES 


1. Contestants in the Pyrene Prize Letter 
Contest must be members of their local fire 
department, 

2. Letters are to describe actual experi- 
ences where an approved fire extinguisher of 
any make has saved lives or property. 

3. Trade names may be used but will be 
deleted in publication. Publishers reserve the 
right to edit winning letters to permit 
publication. 

4. Each contestant automatically vouches 
for the truth of the facts presented from 
his own or others’ experience. 

5. Only one letter may be submitted each 
month. 

6. Letters must be legibly written in ink 
or typewritten on white paper, one side 
only. Preference will be given to letters 
not over 250 words in length. 

7. Letters received after the 8th of the 
month will be judged in following month's 
competition. 

8. Monthly prizes in cash will be: 1st, 
$10.00; 2nd, $3.00; and 3rd, $2.00. 

9. Address contest letters to Pyrene Prize 
Letter Contest, National Fire Protection 
Association, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston 
Mass. 





A Model Records and 
Reporting System 
Fire Departments 





PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION SERVICE No 60 


A MODEL 
RECORDS AND REPORTING 
SYSTEM FOR 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS 


b) DeWAYNE E NOLTING 
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 


Over 700 copies sold 
in the first month! 


The large number of these records 
manuals sold during the first month 
after publication indicates the en- 
thusiastic response this manual is 
receiving from fire chiefs. Every 
fire department in the country 
should have a copy. 


This manual suggests a detailed 
and well-rounded plan that should 
help to solve many of the problems 
that now confront fire chiefs in 
small as well as large cities and 
towns. It shows how a records and 
reporting system should operate. 
It includes copies of the 27 forms 
considered important in fire de- 
partment work. 


Following is a list of the chapter 
headings. Send for a free circular 
which describes the manual in detail. 


CHAPTER HEADINGS 
I. Use of records and reports. 
II. Company records and reports. 


III. Officers’ reports on fires and 
alarms. 


IV. Inspection records. 


V. Building fires classified by 
occupancy and cause. 


VI. Headquarters’ records. 
VII. Fire alarm office records. 
VIII. Consolidated reports. 

IX. Annual reports. 


Size of book, 8% x 11 inches 
87 pages, 27 forms, 7 figures 
Price, $2 each, postpaid 


Order Your Copy Today 


National Fire 


Protection Association 
INTERNATIONAL 
60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass. 


Membership in the N.F.P.A. 


for Your Company or Department 


Membership with unusual advantages is available to fire companies and | 
fire departments through the Volunteer Firemen’s Section of fhe National 
| Fire Protection Association. Here’s the simple plan: 


Your company or department applies for regular membership in the 
N. F. P. A. and pays the minimum $10 annual dues. When the application | 
is accepted, the company or department begins to receive at headquarters 
the monthly bulletins and publications sent regularly to all members of the 





Association. Also comes a 100-page Quarterly Magazine (four times during 
the membership year), a volume of annual Proceedings (over 400 pages), a 


| Directory of members, and an Index to printed publications. You thus build 


up a nice fire library. Membership also places at the disposal of the com- 
pany or department the Information Service of the Association which from 
its voluminous files answers special inquiries from members free. 


Membership Plan Includes VOLUNTEER FIREMEN for Your Company or Department 


The publications and services enumerated above are what regular 
N. F. P. A. members get for their $10 annual dues. The special membership 
plan of the Volunteer Firemen’s Section provides that in addition you get 
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN magazine for the men in your company or depart- 


| ment (The $10 minimum dues allows you to enroll up to 20 men to receive 


the magazine: 50c per year extra for each man in excess of 20° enrolled.) 


VOLUNTEER FIREMEN is mailed to each man’s home address. 


USE THIS COUPON FOR SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP PLAN 


If your company or department is now a member, pass this coupon to some other 
company or department which might like to enjoy the benefits of this plan. 


| National Fire Protection Association, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass.: 


Please send me a membership application blank, I am interested in your special | 
membership plan for our company or department. 


Name of Company or Department 


Address 





For Yourself, Too 
Wouldn’t You, Personally, Like 


to Be a Member of the N.F.P.A.? 


Your fire company or department may or may not be a member of the 
N.F.P.A. But, if you choose, you may have a membership in the N.F.P.A. 
| enabling you personally to enjoy its unusual advantages. 

Membership will help you in your fire work, to answer questions asked 
by the public about fire. It will help you if you’re studying for promotion | 
or if you are just trying to build up a good fire library. 


Dues are only $10 per year and this is the only expense. There is prob- | 
ably no way you can do so much by yourself in fire work for so little | 





money. Last year members received 109 separate publications, 44 items 
regularly and 65 others sent on request. VOLUNTEER FIREMEN is sent 
to any member requesting it at no extra cost. As a member you would 
| receive the publications and services listed below. 


Qua.-terly Magazine. Four issues of Proceedings of Annual Meeting. Each 
an authoritative journal, 100 pages each member receives this 400 page volume of | 
handsomely printed and profusely illustrated, the transaction of the Association. 
| containing valuable articles on fires, fire haz- 


| ards and fire prevention, Sample free. Year Book and Directory. Complete list 


of members, including addresses. 

News Letter. A monthly bulletin to 

members advising them of latest develop- 

ments, new and important publications 

available. Fifty-three such publications Information Service. The Executive 

were brought to members’ attention through Office maintains voluminous files to answer 
this News Letter last year. members’ questions. 


APPLICATION FORM 


National Fire Protection Association, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass.: 

Please enroll me as an associate member and forward the publications to which | 
members are entitled. I understand that membership does not commit me to any 
course of action. Check which of the following applies: | 


Index to subjects covered in the 
various publications of the Association, 


(O I am enclosing $10 (check or money order) for the annual dues. 


(1 Please bill me for $10 as my annual membership dues. 





Address 
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VITAGUARD 


Fire Alarm Systems 
for 
Volunteer Fire Departments 


REDUCE FIRE LOSSES 


Due mainly to inadequate means for 
announcing alarms, fire losses in com- 
munities dependent upon volunteer fire- 
men are excessively high. According to 
the record, 70% of the nation’s annual fire 
loss occurs in municipalities of less than 
20,000 population. 


The Vitaguard fire alarm system pro- ‘eae 


vides the essential features of reliability Projecting Above Roof 


and speed in the transmission of alarms. 
After the initial manual operation of pulling 
a box, the operation is entirely automatic — 
the alarm is clearly and distinctly sounded 
throughout the entire fire district by the 
Diaphone compressed air horn exactly as 
transmitted by the box and directs the 


firemen to the location of fire. 


Vitaguard fire alarm boxes accessibly 
and conspicuously located at all points of 
fire hazard will promote the security of 
life and property in the community and 
provide a permanent — and profitable — 
investment in public safety. 


VITAGUARD 
| CONTROL UNIT 


Outstanding features are — Simplicity . . . Low Initial and Maintenance 
Costs . . » Rugged Construction . . . Automatic Operation of Alarm 
Equipment . . . May Be Installed by Local Electrician. 


Write for complete catalogue. 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 


PRINTED IN U 5S. & 
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